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1.1 The original scope of this report was to inspect trees in the road reserve (the site) and 

assess tree risk relative to the use of 134 Hereford Road, Mt Evelyn. During the course 

of the assessment, the site was attended on four occasions between 1/9/2022 – 

27/9/2022. Trees have been tagged with identification numbers (numbered 1 to 25). 

However, this amended report is only for eight trees recommended for removal 

by Council at the 22 November Council meeting. Trees were assessed with the aid 

of a soil probe, diameter measuring tape, GIS software, camera phone and the ISA 

Tree Risk Assessment Form. 

 

1.2 The site slopes down approximately 10 degrees to the south and is partially exposed to 

the prevailing south-westerly winds as well as easterly winds. The site is protected from 

northerly winds by a ridge line and tall trees on private property. 

 
1.3 The house at 134 Hereford Road, Mt Evelyn, which is adjacent to the site, is nestled 

amongst a stand of mature eucalypt. Over time numerous trees in the road reserve 

bordering this property have been subjected to excavation, level changes, pavement 

and/or compaction within root zones. 

 
1.4 At the time of the assessment parts of the site were very wet and subject to overland 

stormwater flows. In particular, the soils directly north of 134 Hereford Road and the 

table drain along the west side of Kookaburra Lane were saturated. 

 
1.5 In the past 18 months a tree fell from the edge of the table drain on Kookaburra Lane 

and impacted the house at 134 Hereford Road, Mt Evelyn. Numerous other trees around 

the site and on adjoining private property have also fallen – many as a result of a severe 

storm event that impacted the Yarra Ranges in June 2021. 

 

1.6 This amended report considers eight trees in the road reserve that were recommended 

for retention in the original report but approved for removal by Council at the 22 

November Council meeting. Risk assessments were undertaken by Nicholas Magree 

(Arborist) to determine risk ratings and suggest risk mitigation options for each tree 

(see appendix 1). Risk mitigation options were reviewed by the Coordinator of Trees 

(Paul Mechelen) and subsequent actions have been recommended (see section 3). 
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Tree No. Botanic Name Tree within 

10m of 
dwelling? 

Vitality DBH 
(cm) 

Height 
(m) 

Spread 
dia. (m) 

Overall Risk Recommended Action 

3 Eucalyptus obliqua No Normal 80 25 16 Low No action 

4 Eucalyptus obliqua No Normal 70 30 9 Low No action 

8 Eucalyptus obliqua No Normal 66 30 14 Low No action 

 
16 

 
Eucalyptus obliqua 

 
Yes 

 
Normal 

 
84 

 
30 

 
10 

 
Low 

Clean crown of dead wood 

and undertake aerial 
inspection of the crown 

 

17 
 

Eucalyptus obliqua 
 

Yes 
 

Low 
 

70 
 

25 
 

8 
 

Low 
Clean crown of dead wood 
and undertake aerial 
inspection of the crown 

 

19 
 

Eucalyptus obliqua 
 

Yes 
 

Normal 
 

77 
 

30 
 

13 
 

Low 
Clean crown of dead wood 
and undertake an aerial 
inspection of the crown 

21 Eucalyptus obliqua Yes Normal 45 20 6 Low No action 

 
22 

 
Eucalyptus obliqua 

 
No 

 
Low 

 
60 

 
30 

 
8 

 
Low 

Clean crown of dead wood 

and undertake an aerial 
inspection of the crown 
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Matrix1. Likelihood matrix. 
 

Likelihood 
of Failure 

Likelihood of Impact 

Very low Low Medium High 

Imminent Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely Very likely 

Probable Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely 

Possible Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely 

Improbable Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely 

Matrix 2. Risk rating matrix. 
 

Likelihood of 
Failure & Impact 

Consequences of Failure 

Negligible Minor Significant Severe 

Very likely Low Moderate High Extreme 

Likely Low Moderate High High 

Somewhat likely Low Low Moderate Moderate 

Unlikely Low Low Low Low 

Notes, explanations, descriptions 
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Mitigation options 
1. Periodic re-inspection 

 
Residual risk 

 
Low 

 

2.     Residual risk     

3.     Residual risk     

4.     Residual risk     

Overall tree risk rating Low  Moderate  High  Extreme  

Overall residual risk None  Low  Moderate     High    Extreme  Recommended inspection interval 2 years 
 

Data Final  Preliminary Advanced assessment needed No Yes-Type/Reason     

Inspection limitations None Visibility Access Vines Root collar buried Describe Inspection undertaken from ground level only 
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Matrix1. Likelihood matrix. 
 

Likelihood 
of Failure 

Likelihood of Impact 

Very low Low Medium High 

Imminent Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely Very likely 

Probable Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely 

Possible Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely 

Improbable Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely 

Matrix 2. Risk rating matrix. 
 

Likelihood of 
Failure & Impact 

Consequences of Failure 

Negligible Minor Significant Severe 

Very likely Low Moderate High Extreme 

Likely Low Moderate High High 

Somewhat likely Low Low Moderate Moderate 

Unlikely Low Low Low Low 

Notes, explanations, descriptions 
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Mitigation options 
1. Periodic re-inspection 

 
Residual risk 

 
Low 

 

2.     Residual risk     

3.     Residual risk     

4.     Residual risk     

Overall tree risk rating Low  Moderate  High  Extreme  

Overall residual risk None  Low  Moderate     High    Extreme  Recommended inspection interval 2 years 
 

Data Final  Preliminary Advanced assessment needed No Yes-Type/Reason     

Inspection limitations None Visibility Access Vines Root collar buried Describe Inspection undertaken from ground level only 
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Matrix1. Likelihood matrix. 
 

Likelihood 
of Failure 

Likelihood of Impact 

Very low Low Medium High 

Imminent Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely Very likely 

Probable Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely 

Possible Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely 

Improbable Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely 

Matrix 2. Risk rating matrix. 
 

Likelihood of 
Failure & Impact 

Consequences of Failure 

Negligible Minor Significant Severe 

Very likely Low Moderate High Extreme 

Likely Low Moderate High High 

Somewhat likely Low Low Moderate Moderate 

Unlikely Low Low Low Low 

Notes, explanations, descriptions 
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Mitigation options 
1. Periodic re-inspection 

 
Residual risk 

 
Low 

 

2.     Residual risk     

3.     Residual risk     

4.     Residual risk     

Overall tree risk rating Low  Moderate  High  Extreme  

Overall residual risk None  Low  Moderate     High    Extreme  Recommended inspection interval 2 years 
 

Data Final  Preliminary Advanced assessment needed No Yes-Type/Reason     

Inspection limitations None Visibility Access Vines Root collar buried Describe Inspection undertaken from ground level only 
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Matrix1. Likelihood matrix. 
 

Likelihood 
of Failure 

Likelihood of Impact 

Very low Low Medium High 

Imminent Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely Very likely 

Probable Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely 

Possible Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely 

Improbable Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely 

Matrix 2. Risk rating matrix. 
 

Likelihood of 
Failure & Impact 

Consequences of Failure 

Negligible Minor Significant Severe 

Very likely Low Moderate High Extreme 

Likely Low Moderate High High 

Somewhat likely Low Low Moderate Moderate 

Unlikely Low Low Low Low 

Notes, explanations, descriptions 
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Mitigation options 
1. Periodic re-inspection 

2. Clean crown of dead wood 

 
Residual risk 

Residual risk 

 

Low 

Low 
 

3.     Residual risk     

4.     Residual risk     

Overall tree risk rating Low  Moderate  High  Extreme  

Overall residual risk None  Low  Moderate     High    Extreme  Recommended inspection interval 2 years 
 

Data Final  Preliminary Advanced assessment needed No Yes-Type/Reason Aerial inspection of crown to check for weak branch attachments 
 

 

Inspection limitations None Visibility Access Vines Root collar buried Describe Inspection undertaken from ground level only 
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Matrix1. Likelihood matrix. 
 

Likelihood 
of Failure 

Likelihood of Impact 

Very low Low Medium High 

Imminent Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely Very likely 

Probable Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely 

Possible Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely 

Improbable Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely 

Matrix 2. Risk rating matrix. 
 

Likelihood of 
Failure & Impact 

Consequences of Failure 

Negligible Minor Significant Severe 

Very likely Low Moderate High Extreme 

Likely Low Moderate High High 

Somewhat likely Low Low Moderate Moderate 

Unlikely Low Low Low Low 

Notes, explanations, descriptions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitigation options 
1. Periodic re-inspection 

2. Clean crown of dead wood 

 
Residual risk 

Residual risk 

 
Low 

Low 

3.     Residual risk     

4.     Residual risk     

Overall tree risk rating Low  Moderate  High  Extreme  

Overall residual risk None  Low  Moderate     High    Extreme  Recommended inspection interval 2 years 
 

Data Final  Preliminary Advanced assessment needed No Yes-Type/Reason Aerial inspection of crown to check for weak branch attachments 
 

 

Inspection limitations None Visibility Access Vines Root collar buried Describe Inspection undertaken from ground level only 
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Matrix1. Likelihood matrix. 
 

Likelihood 
of Failure 

Likelihood of Impact 

Very low Low Medium High 

Imminent Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely Very likely 

Probable Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely 

Possible Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely 

Improbable Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely 

Matrix 2. Risk rating matrix. 
 

Likelihood of 
Failure & Impact 

Consequences of Failure 

Negligible Minor Significant Severe 

Very likely Low Moderate High Extreme 

Likely Low Moderate High High 

Somewhat likely Low Low Moderate Moderate 

Unlikely Low Low Low Low 

Notes, explanations, descriptions 
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Mitigation options 

1.   Periodic re-inspection Residual risk 

 
Low 

 

2. Clean crown of dead wood Residual risk Low 
 

3.     Residual risk     

4.     Residual risk     

Overall tree risk rating Low  Moderate  High  Extreme  

Overall residual risk None  Low  Moderate     High    Extreme  Recommended inspection interval    

Data Final  Preliminary Advanced assessment needed No Yes-Type/Reason Aerial inspection of crown to check for weak branch attachments 
 

 

Inspection limitations None Visibility Access Vines Root collar buried Describe Inspection undertaken from ground level only 
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Matrix1. Likelihood matrix. 
 

Likelihood 
of Failure 

Likelihood of Impact 

Very low Low Medium High 

Imminent Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely Very likely 

Probable Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely 

Possible Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely 

Improbable Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely 

Matrix 2. Risk rating matrix. 

 

 

 

 

North 

 
 

Notes, explanations, descriptions 
 

 

 

 

 

Mitigation options 

1.   Periodic re-inspection Residual risk L 

2.     Residual risk     

3.     Residual risk     

4.     Residual risk     

Overall tree risk rating Low  Moderate  High  Extreme  

Overall residual risk None  Low  Moderate     High    Extreme  Recommended inspection interval 2 years 

Data Final  Preliminary Advanced assessment needed No Yes-Type/Reason     

Inspection limitations None Visibility Access Vines Root collar buried Describe Inspection undertaken from ground level only 
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Likelihood of 
Failure & Impact 

Consequences of Failure 

Negligible Minor Significant Severe 

Very likely Low Moderate High Extreme 

Likely Low Moderate High High 

Somewhat likely Low Low Moderate Moderate 

Unlikely Low Low Low Low 
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Matrix1. Likelihood matrix. 
 

Likelihood 
of Failure 

Likelihood of Impact 

Very low Low Medium High 

Imminent Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely Very likely 

Probable Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely Likely 

Possible Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Somewhat likely 

Improbable Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely Unlikely 

Matrix 2. Risk rating matrix. 
 

Likelihood of 
Failure & Impact 

Consequences of Failure 

Negligible Minor Significant Severe 

Very likely Low Moderate High Extreme 

Likely Low Moderate High High 

Somewhat likely Low Low Moderate Moderate 

Unlikely Low Low Low Low 

Notes, explanations, descriptions 
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Mitigation options 
1. Periodic re-inspection 

2. Clean crown of dead wood 

 
Residual risk 

Residual risk 

 
Low 

Low 

3.     Residual risk     

4.     Residual risk     

Overall tree risk rating Low  Moderate  High  Extreme  

Overall residual risk None  Low  Moderate     High    Extreme  Recommended inspection interval    

Data Final  Preliminary Advanced assessment needed No Yes-Type/Reason Aerial inspection of crown to check for weak branch attachments 
 

 

Inspection limitations None Visibility Access Vines Root collar buried Describe Inspection undertaken from ground level only 
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